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Parma was humiliating and unsuccessful.
He leaned on France ; distrusted and offended
the Emperor Ferdinand; won for himself
a bad name from uncompromising Catholics;
and died without having contributed decisive
help to his own cause in Germany.

Richelieu came on the scene at the States-
General of 1614, where he represented the
clergy of Poitou. This assembly, the last
of its kind until 1789, was Catholic in its
sympathies, while asserting the King's divine
right in opposition to Paul V. But Richelieu's
lease of absolute power, unbroken hence-
forward, began in 1624. The Cardinal-
minister finished with his Huguenots at La
Rochelle (1628) but did not revoke the Edict
of Nantes. The Dutch fleet helped this
Catholic prelate to conquer their co-
religionists ; and he in turn protected Holland
against the united forces of Spain and the
Empire. He could not, however, prevent
the victorious onset of Tilly, an orthodox
general, devoted to the Jesuits, who for
ten years carried all before him. Frederick,
the " Winter King," lost Prague; Max
of Bavaria became Catholic elector instead of
the fugitive and deposed Lutheran; the
46 League " was triumphant, Wallenstein, a